Leila was your typical little girl who loved playing with dolls, baking, drawing,
doing crafts and making videos. She was amazing, beautiful, smart, sassy, she
loved music and LOVED to dance! She often entertained us with her “fancy”
dance moves. She was adored by her two big brothers Michael and Jacob.

At age 5, Leila was diagnosed with Wilms Tumor. She began treatment,
underwent surgery to remove her kidney and tumor and followed up with
radiation. A residual tumor was discovered and she began treatment again. A
second opinion was sought and a very hopeful treatment plan was designed.
Leilla was determined to “kick cancer’s butt”. Despite all she endured, Leila
never let it get her down. She never complained.

She was the strongest person I've ever known and an inspiration to all.

Leila exhausted all treatment regimens and a clinical trial and after a 17-month
battle, was called home and gained her angel wings.
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7 YEARS OLD
ALL - Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia (Cancer-free now!)

Our little girl, Lily, was three years old at the time and had been sick on and off again for months. When her
fever spiked from an ear infection, we took her to the emergency room. Within hours we were dealt the most
devasting blow a parent can ever receive... our Lily had leukemia.

The financial, physical, and mental stress of a child fighting for their lives is overwhelming as a parent. Lily
spent over a month living in the hospital and our lives turned upside down overnight. Over the 2.5 years of her
treatment, she lost her hair twice, experienced liver failure, endured over 29 surgeries, lost hearing in her left
ear, and spent almost a year in quarantine due to her fragile condition.

Through all of her pain and suffering, Lily continued to warm us with her bright smile and big laugh. Her
spunky and tenacious attitude never failed. With tired legs and aching bones, Lily still never stopped trying to
run, dance and play and it was all we could do to keep up with her. She has taught us that life is too short to
waste, that dreams have to be chased and that family and love are the most precious gifts of all.

Today, Lily is seven years old and cancer free! Her hair has grown back, her hearing loss has been repaired and
she is loving every moment of a life free from treatments. She is still unstoppable: loves to run, dance, swim
and play! We thank God every day for the gift of Lily. Her journey is the inspiration behind our family founding
the nonprofit - Lily’s Pad.

Lily's Pad is working to give every child the freedom to play!




